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Prof. Li’s Ideas 969 (8/2/2022) Revised (12/2/2022)

What Do | Learn From Alison Gopnik’s The Philosophical Baby

(A) Family and Children

Alison was brought up from an atheist family (p. 234). She read Plato at age 10 and wanted to

become a philosopher. In her words:

(p. 235)

From then on she’s in love with philosophy, as well as critical of the missing piece of children,

as she recounted, “What struck me about the argument was that there was no mention

anywhere of children”. (p. 236)

(B) Sappy Story of Child-rearing and Morality
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(p. 242 — 243)

(C) Spiritual Intuition and Awe

(D) How Can Human Beings Change?

Learning

Truth

Alison thought about immortality and self-satire as cliché:

Counterfactual

Imagine

(p. 238)
(p. 239)
(p. 239)
Caregiving
Love
(p. 247)
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(E) The making of Gopnik

Developmental /

Spiritual

cognitive psychology

Philosophy

Evolution
Love of

Children

theory

Probability

Theory The Philosophical Baby:

® Thinking / imagination
® Consciousness
® Self

® Empathy

® probability

o J
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(F) 13 Facts about Baby Capacities (age 0 - 6)

Generalization /
Research (page) Children capacity Implication Summary /
Review
1 Probability thinking Prediction
Counterfactual Imagination / o
2 o o Thinking
thinking creativity
Blicket (p.43-6, 84- ) )
3 Causal reasoning | Action and change
5, 88-90)
4 Imitation Learning Learning
Higher order Law and
5 Follow / make rules thinking and orderliness,
learning morality
Smetana Study ] Normative )
6 Rules and Harari ] Morality
(p.224) understanding
] - Linking vision with
7 Facial recognition )
life events
8 Attachment Love
9 (p.230) Feel for others Empathy
Sociality
Differentiate
10 (p.217-8) human from Humanity
objects
Group identity,
Group .
11 (p.219) ) o competition and
differentiation .
intolerance
1 Understand human Recognizing
feelings / intention intentionality
Psychological world
Memory / ]
13 ) Consciousness, self
attention
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