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The Debate of Enlightement 

Summary of Chapter 3 

Steven Pinker enumerates 9 challenges: 

p. 30 (1) Romantic Movement – reason and emotion 

Quotes “the priest, the worrier, the poet” 

 

 

 

 (2) Religious – believe in afterlife, moral good etc. 

(p.32 – religious is part of human nature) 

Steven Pinker against faith 

R: He has faith in enlightenment and reason. 

p. 31 (3) Nationalism – patriotic slogans 

Steven Pinker’s idea of positive civic values and cultural pride: 

Nationalism = share a territory = condommism association 

 (4) Leftist – Marxist – equalization of race, class 

p. 32 (5) Green movement 

“subordinates human interest to a transcendent entity, the ecosystem” (Steven 

Pinker proposed his humanistic environmentalism / economic modernism in 

Chapter 10) 

 (6) Right-wing / ideology = secular religion  

R: Free enterprise and Self-interests 

p. 33 (7) Declinism – Doomsayers 

Arthur Herman, The idea of Decline in Western History. Summary of good 

rhetoric: 
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 (8) Alienation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R: It appears Steven Pinker mixed up alienation with “superman” 

p. 34 (9) Against scientism and urge for cultural depth  

Snow vs Leavis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R: My Criticism: 

The above are all too familiar. My view is that there is much value / meaning in these 

challenges. In fact they are mostly related to human nature: 

Romantic Emotion (part of human nature) 

Religion Faith, human nature 

Nationalism Human nature 

Leftist Human ideal, social, collective 

Green Ecosystem 

Doomsayers Promethean fear (human nature) 

Modernity Alienation, decadence (sociality) 

Scientism Limit of science and reason (cognition) 

 


