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Summary and Review of Howard Gardner (2008) 

Five Minds for the Future 

Chapter 3: Synthesizing Mind in Brief 

(1) Synthesis is a formidable task. It is somewhat against human cognition which is domain-specific. 

It is hard to teach synthesis (p.47). There is no known standard of successful synthesis. 

 

(2) Kinds of synthesis (p.47 – 50) 

(i) Narratives 

(ii) Taxonomies 

(iii) Complex Concepts 

(iv) Rules and Aphorisms 

(v) Metaphors, Images, Themes 

(vi) Embodiments without Words 

(vii) Theories 

(viii) Meta Theory 

Prof. Li’s Ideas 790 (21/9/2020) Revised (18/1/2021) 
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R: Again a display of Gardner’s breadth, see his quotes below on complex concepts: 

 

(3) Components of Synthesis (p.51 – 52) 

Then Gardner listed “four loosely ordered components”: (p.51) 

(i) Goal 

(ii) Starting Point 

(iii) Selection of Strategy, Method and Approach 

(iv) Drafts and Feedback 

(4) Against Interdisciplinary 

Gardner argued that primary school kids’ interdisciplinary approach is only “common sense”, 

“common experiences”, not real interdisciplinary. 
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(5) Juxtaposition ≠ real inter-disciplinery 

 

 

(6) Motivating Forces for Synthesis (p.56-58) 

Concepts, problems, phenomenon etc. exist. That demand synthesis. Gardner quotes work in 

business and medicine. 

(7) A Successful Synthesis (according to Gardner, p.59-60) 

Bill Bryson (2003). A Short History of Nearly Everything. 

(8) An Excessive and Unintelligible Synthesis 
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Ken Wilber (2001). A Brief History of Everything. (p.61 – 62) 
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(9) The Good and The Poor Synthesis 

The good can make sense and make leaps, while the poor just leap and slip! 
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(10) The Problem of Integration (synthesis) in Education (p.68) 

We don’t have clear standard for judgment. 

 

(11) Tests are developed on synthesis (p.70-71) 

(12) Multiperspectivalism (p.72-75) 

Taking up different perspectives on an issue. 

(13) The Trend of Specialization continues (p.74) 

 

(14) Notable Synthesizing Scholars (p.75) 
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R: A very rich chapter with endless names, cases, examples. Good chapter on what synthesis 

is about, why we need it, how to do it, step-by-step. 

 

 


