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Scanning through The Philosophical Baby on Blicket Machine  

 

(A) The Novel Blicket Machine 

R: The advantage is that it can yield reliable pure experimental results not confounded / 

imputed by former experience. 

 

 

 

 

(B) Children’s Ability to Name and Categorize 

See idea 956. Young children can name, categorize, see causality / association. 

(C) 4-year-old Counterfactual Thinking 

Thinking in if-then mode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Li’s Ideas 960 (29/1/2022) 

(p. 43) 

(p. 44) 

(p. 45) 

Revised (5/2/2022) 
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(D) Pushing Button vs Talking to Machine 

Laura Schuz and Gopnik asked children which will move the machine; push a button on the 

machine or talk and ask machine to move. Their experiment and conclusion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R: In today’s AI-speech-controlled machine, “talking to” works very well and children are 

accustomed to it. They had good discoveries: young children will take in new 

information and update their causal network; the network keeps growing. 

(E) Autism Children on Blicket Machine 

p. 60 They don’t seem to bother with causality. They are more visual and don’t “think” 

causally in language (?) 

(F) Probabilistic Thinking in Babies 

By showing children with blickets of different probability, Gopnik concluded that children have 

probability thinking like adults / students. In 2001, she had three experiments (two reported in 

book). 

p. 84 1) Is it a blicket? —— one and two condition 

p. 86 2) How to stop it? —— one and two condition 

 

 

 

 

 

(p. 45) 

(p. 85) 
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Babies Want to Effect Change 

p. 87 See experiment of mobile tied to leg. Babies want to produce effect. 

(G) The Gear Toy Experiment 

p. 88-89 Figuring out which causes what. 

(H) “Why didn’t it Work” Explanation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R: It appears children gave many explanations and dwell on puzzles. 

 
 

(p. 90) 


