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Summary of Steven Pinker’s 

Chapter 21: Reason 

In this chapter, Steven Pinker did not draw from history of philosophy from Descartes to Whitehead. 

Instead he draws from psychology and faulty daily reasoning, quoting Dan Kahan (p. 357) see reasons 

/ opinion as affirmation of belief study to a group / identity. He dealt on motivated reasoning (p. 359), 

my-side bias, (self-complacency thesis), availably of heuristics, confirmation bias, faulty economicized 

reasoning (p. 362 - 365), 538 forecasting (p. 367), sober superforecasters (p. 370) working on 

probability. He also quoted Tellock and Duarte on the fallacy of leftist ideology on research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Pinker also cited “debiasing” program in college to fight faulty reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

R: It appears good reasoning can be taught. 
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